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All Candidates' performance across questions

Question Title N Mean S D Max Mark F F Attempt %

11 5162 6.5 1.6 10 64.6 97.8

12 3152 11.5 3.1 20 57.3 59.7

13 2140 11.8 3.2 20 58.8 40.6

21 249 1.8 1.4 10 17.8 4.7

22 27 0.4 0.8 20 2.2 0.5

23 103 0.7 0.7 20 3.4 2

31 216 2.3 1.6 10 23.4 4.1

32 50 2.1 4.5 20 10.5 1

33 85 1.1 3.3 20 5.4 1.6

41 142 2.1 1.4 10 20.8 2.7

42 37 1.3 1.2 20 6.6 0.7

43 33 0.6 0.7 20 3.2 0.6

51 104 2.3 1.6 10 23.5 2

52 19 1.3 3.3 20 6.6 0.4

53 18 0.9 1.3 20 4.4 0.3

61 4856 11.3 3.2 20 56.6 92
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3720U10‐1 GCSE English Literature Unit 1 
Foundation Tier

Sticky Note
Usually the question number

Sticky Note
The number of candidates attempting that question

Sticky Note
The mean score is calculated by adding up the individual candidate scores and dividing by the total number of candidates. If all candidates perform well on a particular item, the mean score will be close to the maximum mark. Conversely, if candidates as a whole perform poorly on the item there will be a large difference between the mean score and the maximum mark. A simple comparison of the mean marks will identify those items that contribute significantly to the overall performance of the candidates.However, because the maximum mark may not be the same for each item, a comparison of the means provides only a partial indication of candidate performance. Equal means does not necessarily imply equal performance. For questions with different maximum marks, the facility factor should be used to compare performance.

Sticky Note
The standard deviation measures the spread of the data about the mean score. The larger the standard deviation is, the more dispersed (or less consistent) the candidate performances are for that item. An increase in the standard deviation points to increased diversity amongst candidates, or to a more discriminating paper, as the marks are more dispersed about the centre. By contrast a decrease in the standard deviation would suggest more homogeneity amongst the candidates, or a less discriminating paper, as candidate marks are more clustered about the centre.

Sticky Note
This is the maximum mark for a particular question

Sticky Note
The facility factor for an item expresses the mean mark as a percentage of the maximum mark (Max. Mark) and is a measure of the accessibility of the item. If the mean mark obtained by candidates is close to the maximum mark, the facility factor will be close to 100 per cent and the item would be considered to be very accessible. If on the other hand the mean mark is low when compared with the maximum score, the facility factor will be small and the item considered less accessible to candidates.

Sticky Note
For each item the table shows the number (N) and percentage of candidates who attempted the question. When comparing items on this measure it is important to consider the order in which the items appear on the paper. If the total time available for a paper is limited, there is the possibility of some candidates running out of time. This may result in those items towards the end of the paper having a deflated figure on this measure. If the time allocated to the paper is not considered to be a significant factor, a low percentage may indicate issues of accessibility. Where candidates have a choice of question the statistics evidence candidate preferences, but will also be influenced by the teaching policy within centres.
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Of Mice and Men Question 13 Essay Benchmark 3




























WJEC

Sticky Note

Compare this response with the previous one.  Bearing in mind the examiner's comment about the previous response, can you pinpoint ways in which this response could be improved?



WJEC

Sticky Note

Examiner comment:  General understanding of Lennie's character, some selection from the extract.Limited focus on the extract.  Mark: 6
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UNIT ONE FOUNDATION TIER MARKING SCHEME  
 


SECTION A 
 
Of Mice and Men 
 


 Read the extract on the opposite page. Then answer the following question: 
 


What do you think of the way Lennie speaks and behaves here?  Give reasons 
for what you say, and remember to support your answer with words and 
phrases from the extract. [10] 


 
This question covers assessment objectives A01 (50%) and A02 (50%). 


 
0 marks  Nothing worthy of credit. 


 
1 mark  Very brief, with only cursory reference to what happens in the 


extract. 
 


2-4 marks  Brief responses, with simple and often general, unsupported 
comments about the events in the extract. 
 


5-7 marks  More focus and selection of relevant detail, such as Lennie’s 
agitation and confused mental state. 
 


8-10 marks  Clear and detailed discussion of the scene, with apt reference 
to key areas such as Lennie’s fear of the consequences of his 
killing of Curley’s wife and the way in which it is conveyed. 


 
Write about George and what he shows us about society in America in the 
1930s.  
Think about: 


• what you learn of his past 
• his relationship with Lennie 
• his relationships with others on the ranch 
• the way he speaks and behaves at different points in the novel 


 
This question covers assessment objectives A01 (33%) and A04 (67%). 


 
0 marks  Nothing worthy of credit. 


 
1-4 marks  Very brief, often simple narrative, with limited detail. 


 
5-9 marks  Brief, with possibly insecure knowledge of characters and events.  


Very simple awareness of George as a ranch worker and perhaps 
as Lennie’s friend. 
 


10-14 marks  Emerging discussion, with some knowledge of key features of the 
character, such as his role as Lennie’s guardian and his dream of 
owning a farm.  There may be a little discussion of events 
involving George such as his involvement in Lennie’s fight with 
Curley.  Some consideration of other relationships may be given. 
 


15-20 marks  Sound knowledge of the text shown with some straightforward 
discussion of George, his relationship with her Lennie and maybe 
with Slim and with others on the ranch.  There may be some 
understanding of some ways in which he reflects his society.  For 
example, some reference to his life as a migrant worker and how 
this affects his relationships, aspirations and lifestyle. 


 
Please look for, and reward, valid alternatives. 


  


1 1 


1 2 












Of Mice and Men Question 13 Essay Benchmark 1



WJEC

Sticky Note

Some awareness of context here but very under-developed.  What more can you say, based on Crooks' life, about how black people were treated in 1930s America?



WJEC

Sticky Note

What evidence is there to support this statement?  Think about what Crooks says to Lennie and the way the other ranchworkers talk to and about him.







WJEC

Sticky Note

Examiner comment:  Brief response.  Some awareness of character and context.  Limited development of ideas and largely unsupported by reference to the text.  Mark: 8



WJEC

Sticky Note

What does Crooks say about being alone?



WJEC

Sticky Note

Why does she say this?  What effect does it have on Crooks?



WJEC

Sticky Note

There's a lot more to say about this encounter with Lennie.  What does it show about Crooks' ability to form relationships?



WJEC

Sticky Note

Use the prompt questions above to rewrite the response including more developed ideas and more evidence of events, characters and relationships to support them.












WJEC

Sticky Note

Clear understanding of context though could be developed.  Why did the workers have such a hard life? Why was it difficult for them to 'get where they wanted to be'?  How is this shown specifically in George's life?



WJEC

Sticky Note

A useful quote to illustrate how much Lennie thinks of George - but there are missed opportunities to use this technique here.  Look at the highlighted ideas and suggest specific references that could support them.



WJEC

Highlight



WJEC

Highlight



WJEC

Highlight



WJEC

Highlight



WJEC

Highlight



WJEC

Highlight



WJEC

Highlight



WJEC

Highlight







WJEC

Highlight



WJEC

Sticky Note

There are some sensible points here but is it true that Lennie 'always takes no notice'?



WJEC

Sticky Note

Some nice discussion of George's attitude towards Curley.  A specific quotation would help to move the marks given upwards.  Find the most appropriate reference to include here.



WJEC

Sticky Note

George's relationship with Candy is more complex than this.  Read George's interactions with Candy in the novel and rewrite this section of the response to show a deeper understanding of the relationship.



WJEC

Sticky Note

This comment about George's attitude to Crooks also needs more discussion. Think about the society at the time and their attitudes to black people.  Rewrite the comments on George and Crooks to show how their relationship is affected by the context of the novel.







WJEC

Sticky Note

What does this dream show you about George and about the society at the time?



WJEC

Sticky Note

Examiner comment:  Some understanding of character, relationships and context.  Ideas not always supported with details from the text and context a little general.  Mark: 14












Poetry Question 61 Benchmark 2







WJEC

Sticky Note

Gets a key idea in the first poem. 



WJEC

Sticky Note

Compare this paragraph with the previous response.  There is clearly more focus on explaining what the poet is trying to say.



WJEC

Sticky Note

Not quite.  The last sentence in this paragraph doesn't quite sum up the first poem's main idea.  Read the poem again and replace this sentence to show a clearer understanding of what the poet's message about ageing is.







WJEC

Sticky Note

This sentence accurately summarises the content of the poem.  This is a good technique to begin writing about a poem.



WJEC

Sticky Note

Some general explanation of the poem here but few direct references to it are made. Look again at the second poem.  Which details and lines do you consider important in conveying the meaning of the poem.  Add some further comments here to show your understanding of how the poet shows what being old is like







WJEC

Sticky Note

Some simple comparison but there's a lot more to say. How could you extend and develop the comparison section of this response for more marks?  Think about the different messages in each poem, the way old people are described in each and the language used to convey ideas in each poem.



WJEC

Sticky Note

Examiner comment:  Identifies key ideas in each poem with some accurate paraphrase of content in both.  Compares some aspects but under-developed comparison of texts.  Mark: 13












WJEC

Sticky Note

This is a general comment rather than a specific observation about Lennie in the extract.  Read the extract again: can you pinpoint what is happening for Lennie in this extract rather than in the novel as a whole?



WJEC

Sticky Note

It's good to add a quotation to support the points you make but does this reference make Lennie seem 'childlike' to you?  What else can you say about this quotation?



WJEC

Sticky Note

Some misreading here. Look again at the extract.  Is George with Lennie at this point?  Why might Lennie be saying this now?



WJEC

Sticky Note

Examiner comment: Limited awareness of where in the novel this extract is taken from.Limited coverage of the extract.Generalised comments, lacks some focus on the extract.  Mark: 4



WJEC

Sticky Note

Look carefully at the examiner's comment.  Rewrite the response to the extract addressing each of the weaknesses identified in the examiner's comment.
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SECTION A


Of Mice and Men


Answer                   and either                   or                  .


You are advised to spend about 20 minutes on                   , and about 40 minutes on             


or                   .


Read the extract on the opposite page. Then answer the following question:


What do you think of the way Lennie speaks and behaves here? Give reasons for 
what you say and remember to support your answer with words and phrases from the 
extract. [10]


Either,


Write about George and what he shows us about society in America in the 1930s.


  Think about:


  •  his relationship with Lennie
  •  his relationships with others on the ranch
  •  the way he speaks and behaves at different points in the novel  [20]


Or,


‘Of Mice and Men shows that in America in the 1930s it was difficult for people to form 
important relationships.’ Write about one or two of the characters in the novel who you 
think show that this is true. [20]


1 1


1 2


1 3


1 1 1 2 1 3


1 3


1 1 1 2
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SECTION B 
 
Both poets describe what they observe in the autumn. 
 


On Ageing/Childhood 
 


 
 Write about both poems and their effect on you. Show how they are similar and how 


they are different. 
 
 You may write about each poem separately and then compare them, or make 


comparisons where appropriate in your answer as a whole. 
 
 You may wish to include some or all of these points: 


• the content of the poems – what they are about 
• the ideas the poets may have wanted us to think about 
• the mood or atmosphere of the poems 
• how they are written – words and phrases you find interesting, the way they are 


organised, and so on 
• your responses to the poems, including how they are similar and how they are 


different  [20] 
 


This question covers assessment objectives A01 (25%), A02 (25%) and A03 (50%) 
 


0 marks  Nothing worthy of credit. 
 


1-4 marks  
 


There may be very little written specifically about the poems. Candidates 
may make simple comments on content, such as identifying the 
characters described in both poems. 
 


5-9 marks  Probably brief, general responses on the poems with simple points of 
comparison made, such as the way old people are portrayed. There 
should be some comment on basic content, such as what is happening in 
each poem. 
 


10-14 marks  There may be emerging discussion about the poems’ content and 
awareness of mood, atmosphere and straightforward ideas, such as the 
resilience of the narrator in the first and the unpleasant physical 
description in the second. There will be some similarities and differences 
addressed, particularly about the general impression given of ageing. 
 


15-20 marks  There is likely to be more focused discussion of the detail in the poems 
with some clear points of comparison.  The use of commands to show the 
narrator’s determination in the first may be considered, with some 
selection and highlighting of specific details. In the second poem, there 
may be some understanding of the link made between old and young 
people. For 18-20, candidates may show some appreciation of how ideas 
are conveyed through the poets’ choice of language and imagery, for 
example some explanation of mood of defiance in the first and the 
surprise ending of the second.  Points of comparison will begin to focus on 
the poets’ use of language as well as content. 


 
Please note that the Higher Tier poems are entitled A Room in the Past and Family House. If a 
candidate has answered on these poems please use the 'wrong question' tool on e-marker. Refer to 
the e-marker training material for more information. 
 
 


 
 
 
 
3720U10-1 WJEC ENGLISH LITERATURE UNIT 1 FOUNDATION TIER 
SUMMER 2018 MS/ED 
 


6 1 
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Poetry Question 61 Benchmark 1



WJEC

Sticky Note

Compares ideas in the poems, though a little vague and general.



WJEC

Sticky Note

Does the second poem do this?  Be careful with sweeping statements in your comparison of poems.



WJEC

Sticky Note

Is this true of both poems?



WJEC

Highlight



WJEC

Highlight



WJEC

Sticky Note

Lines are copied from both poems but there's no comment on them.  What comment could the candidate have included to link these two quotations?



WJEC

Highlight



WJEC

Sticky Note

Read the poems again carefully.  Is this statement true?







WJEC

Sticky Note

Getting there - begins to show a little understanding here.



WJEC

Sticky Note

The candidate tends to talk about both poems together in this response, and makes some generalisations which don't apply to both poems as a result.  Choose one of the two poems and write your own response to it, using the bullet points on the question paper (except the one that refers to comparison) to guide you.



WJEC

Sticky Note

Examiner comment:  Some attempt to compare but lacks evidence of understanding of each poem.  Some comparison points do not apply to both poems, though some understanding emerges at the end. Some reference to the details in the poems but limited commentary.  Mark: 10
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SECTION A


Of Mice and Men


Answer                   and either                   or                  .


You are advised to spend about 20 minutes on                   , and about 40 minutes on             


or                   .


Read the extract on the opposite page. Then answer the following question:


What do you think of the way Lennie speaks and behaves here? Give reasons for 
what you say and remember to support your answer with words and phrases from the 
extract. [10]


Either,


Write about George and what he shows us about society in America in the 1930s.


  Think about:


  •  his relationship with Lennie
  •  his relationships with others on the ranch
  •  the way he speaks and behaves at different points in the novel  [20]


Or,


‘Of Mice and Men shows that in America in the 1930s it was difficult for people to form 
important relationships.’ Write about one or two of the characters in the novel who you 
think show that this is true. [20]


1 1


1 2


1 3


1 1 1 2 1 3


1 3


1 1 1 2




















WJEC

Sticky Note

This response has some of the same weaknesses as the last one: comments tend to be general rather than specific and there is limited reference to events and conversations in the novel to support the points made.  However, the candidate addresses the task more fully in one important aspect: context. 



WJEC

Sticky Note

Examiner comment:  Mostly quite general comments on character and relationships, though valid.  Some understanding of the context of the novel and how it affects characters.  Mark: 12












Of Mice and Men Question 13 Essay Benchmark 3



WJEC

Sticky Note

Clear introduction which shows focus on the question and identifies characters who exemplify it.



WJEC

Sticky Note

This quotation needs some introduction: who says this, when and why?







WJEC

Sticky Note

Again, the quotation needs some introduction and explanation.







WJEC

Sticky Note

Quite a sensible technique used so far, including some context, quotation and reader response.







WJEC

Sticky Note

This section shows how knowledge of context can help to explain how characters behave.







WJEC

Sticky Note

Examiner comment: A developed response. Knowledge of context is used to explain how characters behave.  Clear, consistent focus on the question with some supporting references used to illustrate ideas.Mark: 16



WJEC

Sticky Note

Compare how this candidate tackles the same question and the same characters with the previous response.  The previous response was given marks in the middle band while this one shows what you need to do to cross the boundary into that all-important top band.












WJEC

Sticky Note

This paragraph moves a little beyond paraphrasing what is said in the poems.  Look at the highlighted lines: these move away from repeating in the candidate's own words what is said in the poems and begin to interpret ideas in them.  The difference between 'paraphrase' and 'interpretation' is important for understanding how to move your marks into the top band.



WJEC

Highlight



WJEC

Highlight



WJEC

Highlight



WJEC

Highlight



WJEC

Sticky Note

A thoughtful point: the narrator in the first poem doesn't want to be treated as a stereotypical old person.



WJEC

Sticky Note

An interesting idea.  Look again at the last line of the second poem.  Some candidates who did well on this question suggested that the child in the second poem realises that the very young and the very old have much in common.  What do you think the poet meant here?



hopkig

Highlight



hopkig

Highlight



hopkig

Highlight







WJEC

Sticky Note

This paragraph shows what examiners mean by 'interpretation' rather than 'paraphrase'.  This candidate has thought about what the poet is trying to say and how they convey their ideas.



WJEC

Sticky Note

Examiner comment:  Some interpretation of ideas in both poems and some comparison.  Supports points with apt references and begins to explore the effects of some language use.  Mark: 15
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2 
 


UNIT ONE FOUNDATION TIER MARKING SCHEME  
 


SECTION A 
 
Of Mice and Men 
 


 Read the extract on the opposite page. Then answer the following question: 
 


What do you think of the way Lennie speaks and behaves here?  Give reasons 
for what you say, and remember to support your answer with words and 
phrases from the extract. [10] 


 
This question covers assessment objectives A01 (50%) and A02 (50%). 


 
0 marks  Nothing worthy of credit. 


 
1 mark  Very brief, with only cursory reference to what happens in the 


extract. 
 


2-4 marks  Brief responses, with simple and often general, unsupported 
comments about the events in the extract. 
 


5-7 marks  More focus and selection of relevant detail, such as Lennie’s 
agitation and confused mental state. 
 


8-10 marks  Clear and detailed discussion of the scene, with apt reference 
to key areas such as Lennie’s fear of the consequences of his 
killing of Curley’s wife and the way in which it is conveyed. 


 
Write about George and what he shows us about society in America in the 
1930s.  
Think about: 


• what you learn of his past 
• his relationship with Lennie 
• his relationships with others on the ranch 
• the way he speaks and behaves at different points in the novel 


 
This question covers assessment objectives A01 (33%) and A04 (67%). 


 
0 marks  Nothing worthy of credit. 


 
1-4 marks  Very brief, often simple narrative, with limited detail. 


 
5-9 marks  Brief, with possibly insecure knowledge of characters and events.  


Very simple awareness of George as a ranch worker and perhaps 
as Lennie’s friend. 
 


10-14 marks  Emerging discussion, with some knowledge of key features of the 
character, such as his role as Lennie’s guardian and his dream of 
owning a farm.  There may be a little discussion of events 
involving George such as his involvement in Lennie’s fight with 
Curley.  Some consideration of other relationships may be given. 
 


15-20 marks  Sound knowledge of the text shown with some straightforward 
discussion of George, his relationship with her Lennie and maybe 
with Slim and with others on the ranch.  There may be some 
understanding of some ways in which he reflects his society.  For 
example, some reference to his life as a migrant worker and how 
this affects his relationships, aspirations and lifestyle. 


 
Please look for, and reward, valid alternatives. 


  


1 1 


1 2 












WJEC

Sticky Note

Accurate but general commentary on George's relationship with Lennie.  It needs particular examples of events and some more detailed direct references to improve it.  Which events in the novel could you use to show your deeper understanding of the highlighted points made by the candidate?



WJEC

Highlight



WJEC

Highlight



WJEC

Highlight



WJEC

Highlight



WJEC

Highlight



WJEC

Highlight







WJEC

Highlight



WJEC

Highlight



WJEC

Sticky Note

This comment also needs illustration from the novel.  Which events or conversations show that George has a better relationship with these two characters?



WJEC

Sticky Note

Use the same technique here.  Select and include events and conversations which support the points the candidate makes about Curley's wife and Curley.



WJEC

Sticky Note

This is too vague a reference to events in the novel.  Which incidents in the novel best show that George can get angry with Lennie?



WJEC

Sticky Note

This response would have earned quite a lot more marks if specific examples of the points made had been included.  Rewrite the response to include these examples.



WJEC

Sticky Note

Examiner comment: Some knowledge of the character and his relationships though lacks specific support from the novel.  Limited explicit reference to context.  Mark: 10



WJEC

Sticky Note

One major weakness in this response is the lack of reference to the novel's context.  How are George's character, relationships and behaviour affected by the way people lived at the time?























































WJEC

Highlight



WJEC

Sticky Note

A strong start: the comment sums up how Lennie feels in this extract.  Specific rather than general!



WJEC

Sticky Note

A nicely developed commentary on a section of the extract, with an appropriate supporting reference.  This is a good technique to follow for extract questions.







WJEC

Sticky Note

The idea of Lennie being 'broken' in the extract is very important.  Perhaps this paragraph could be improved by reference to why Lennie is so distraught at this point.  Do you know why?



WJEC

Sticky Note

Do you agree that Lennie isn't scared to leave?  Why do you think he says this at this particular point in the novel?



WJEC

Sticky Note

The candidate tracks through the extract carefully, making a sensible comment about each section of it.  Again, another good extract question technique.



WJEC

Sticky Note

This is a good response but look again at the extract.  Which important areas of the extract has the candidate not commented on?  How could you add to it for full marks?



WJEC

Sticky Note

Examiner comment:  Some focused commentary on Lennie's speech and behaviour.  References are apt and mostly specific.  Misses some significant areas of the extract.  Mark: 8
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WJEC

Sticky Note

Uses detail from the text to support the idea.







WJEC

Sticky Note

Some focus on the question.



WJEC

Sticky Note

A bit muddled in places but clearly a more developed response than the previous one.



WJEC

Sticky Note

Perhaps not the best quotation to illustrate the point made.  Can you find a better one?







WJEC

Sticky Note

This is a good idea but needs some supporting detail from the novel.



WJEC

Sticky Note

A valid point.  Why is she treated in this way?  How can you show knowledge of the novel's context here to explain why?



WJEC

Sticky Note

Is this true?  Could she have been a Hollywood actress?  Did she fall in love with Curley?



WJEC

Sticky Note

Examiner comment:  Some understanding of character and context.  Some support for ideas in places but some vague or insecure grasp elsewhere.  Mark: 13



WJEC

Sticky Note

This response is clearly better than the previous one.  Use the examiner's comment to identify areas of weakness and rewrite the response for more marks.
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SECTION A


Of Mice and Men


Answer                   and either                   or                  .


You are advised to spend about 20 minutes on                   , and about 40 minutes on             


or                   .


Read the extract on the opposite page. Then answer the following question:


What do you think of the way Lennie speaks and behaves here? Give reasons for 
what you say and remember to support your answer with words and phrases from the 
extract. [10]


Either,


Write about George and what he shows us about society in America in the 1930s.


  Think about:


  •  his relationship with Lennie
  •  his relationships with others on the ranch
  •  the way he speaks and behaves at different points in the novel  [20]


Or,


‘Of Mice and Men shows that in America in the 1930s it was difficult for people to form 
important relationships.’ Write about one or two of the characters in the novel who you 
think show that this is true. [20]


1 1


1 2


1 3


1 1 1 2 1 3


1 3


1 1 1 2
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Of Mice and Men shows that in America in the 1930s it was difficult for 
people to form important relationships. Write about one or two of the 
characters in the novel who you think show that this is true. 
 
Remember to support your answer with reference to the novel and to 
comment on its social, historical and cultural context in your answer. [20] 


 
This question covers assessment objectives A01 (33%) and A04 (67%). 


 
0 marks  Nothing worthy of credit. 


 
1-4 marks  Very brief answers with limited detail and little focus on relevant 


material. 
 


5-9 marks  Answers will be general and narrative, with some simple grasp 
of relevant characters and relationships, probably George and 
Lennie   
 


10-14 marks  Narrative responses with an emerging discussion of some 
relationships which could be considered important and what 
these show about the society at the time. Some reference may 
be made to relevant scenes which show characters’ inability, or 
ability, to form important relationships. There will be some 
awareness of social, cultural and historical factors, though not 
always linked with the relationships discussed. 
 


15-20 marks  Answers will show a secure knowledge of the text, with some 
discussion of specific events which show how characters are 
isolated, misunderstood or brutalised, and how this reflects the 
values of the time.  Alternatively, some relationships may be 
seen as important despite prevailing mores. Some links will be 
made between the individual and the attitudes of the time, such 
as the poverty and restriction of migrant workers’ lives and how 
this affects their ability to form important relationships. 
 


Please look for, and reward, valid alternatives. 
 
  


1 3 
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SECTION B


Spend about 1 hour on this section. Think carefully about the poems before you write your answer.


Both poets write about old age in these poems.


Write about both poems and their effect on you. Show how they are similar and 
how they are different.


You may write about each poem separately and then compare them, or make comparisons 
where appropriate in your answer as a whole.


You may wish to include some or all of these points:


• the content of the poems – what they are about
• the ideas the poets may have wanted us to think about
• the mood or atmosphere of the poems
• how they are written – words and phrases you find interesting, the way they are 
 organised, and so on
• your responses to the poems, including how they are similar and how they are 
 different [20]
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On Ageing


When you see me sitting quietly, 
Like a sack left on the shelf,
Don’t think I need your chattering, 
I’m listening to myself. 
Hold! Stop! Don’t pity me! 
Hold! Stop your sympathy! 
Understanding if you got it, 
Otherwise I’ll do without it!  


When my bones are stiff and aching 
And my feet won’t climb the stairs, 
I will only ask one favour: 
Don’t bring me no rocking chair. 


When you see me walking, stumbling, 
Don’t study and get it wrong. 
’Cause tired don’t mean lazy 
And every goodbye ain’t gone. 
I’m the same person I was back then, 
A little less hair, a little less chin, 
A lot less lungs and much less wind, 
But ain’t I lucky I can still breathe in.


Maya Angelou


Childhood


I used to think that grown-up people chose 
To have stiff backs and wrinkles round their nose, 
And veins like small fat snakes on either hand, 
On purpose to be grand. 
Till through the banisters I watched one day 
My great-aunt Etty’s friend who was going away, 
And how her onyx beads had come unstrung. 
I saw her grope to find them as they rolled; 
And then I knew she was helplessly old, 
As I was helplessly young.


Frances Cornford




























